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Southeast of France and bordering Italy, the southern Alps take the namd@fcantour. Thismountain
range shelters more than 10 000 animal and vegetable species where the recent presence of the wolf
testifies to the quality of the environments

A unique biodiversity linked to its alpine geography, tempered by the influence of the Mediterranean. Its
protection is ensured by thé/lercantour National Park created in 1979. The park covers an area of 68,500
ha organized around seven stepped valleys from 490 m to 3,143 m above sea level. Far from the light
pollution of the Mediterranean Riviera, the National Park campaigns for a limitation of public lighting in the
Mercantourand candidate for the label of International Star Sky Reserve

In this mineral landscape, shaped by glaciers, is the domain of lakes. The most majestic of alAllekeits

at an altitude of 2,330 m, guarded by immense sandstone towers. It is the largest altitude lake in Europe.
Further south, in theVarvalley, the erosive force of the rivers have dug amazing and sublime canyons over
300 m high in rocks of intense red

Traveled by Bronze Age men, thalléedesMerveillesis home to an archaeological treasure. On its rocks
more than 30,000 rock engravings have been carved, hidden during the winter months under a thick snow
cover. With the arrival of spring, comes the farrowing season for the chamois, then the summer which
consecrates the explosion of colors of the flowers of altitude. With the first autumn frosts, yellow and red
decorate the landscapes of the park

The development of infrastructures dedicated to winter sports and the increased use of the mountains in
summer, undermine the fragile balance between preserving biodiversity and human interests, and are the
challenges for the future of this natural space.
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HautVerdon flowering of theKuepfer sButtercup (Ranunculdsuepferb in the background thallosLake Towers (2745m)



HauteHubaye Fouranevalley the IHubayetteriver.
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floweringof the alpenroseor snowrose (Rhododendroferrugineun).
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HautVerdon view from the top of the Petlte Tour (2693m) on LalHes(2226m) domlnated 0)Y Morﬁ’elat(3051m)



HautVerdon reflections of sandstone towers on Lakos(2226 m).
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HautVerdon reflections of sandstone towers on Lakos(2226 m).
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HautVerdon the cross of Lakallos(2226 m), in the background the Tours du Lac.



Royavalley Casterinovalley floweringin earlysummerof the alpenroseor snowrose(Rhododendrorferrugineun).



