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The massive appearance surprises the visitor when he sees for the first time a gompa(monastery).
It is true that the building looks much more like a medieval fortress, than a monastery, as we 
imagine in the Western world. And as also illustrates, the name dzongwhich means fortress in 
Tibetan, attributed to many gompaof Tibet, Nepal and Bhutan.

Bastion of the Buddhist tradition, the gompasare erected in grandiose landscapes with gigantic 
dimensions. Often built in a secluded place, at the top of a high hill where the steep cliff flanks. The 
imposing enclosure overlooking the agricultural plains and villages is organized around one or more 
rooms of worship.

Located in the heart of the mountains between 3 500 m and 7 500 m altitude, Ladakhis the 
Himalayan region with the highest concentration of gompa. A territory at the crossroads of ancient 
caravans from Central Asia and Tibet, in the extreme north of the Indian state of Jammu & Kashmir.

The gompais at the same time a center of study and contemplation. By its size and its dominant 
position, it symbolizes the function of religious building and ensures the essential of the oral and 
written transmission. In the same way that there are several doctrines within Tibetan Buddhism, 
each monastery is related to one of the four major religious orders: Kagyupa, Sakyapa, Gelugpa and 
Nyingmapa, more commonly known as Red Hats and that of the Yellow Hats.

Home to spiritual life and artistic creation, the gompaplays a major social and economic role. 
Unlike traditional ascetic mores in the West, the monastic community is not isolated, frequent 
exchanges of service with the secular population strengthen the ties between the two 
communities.
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The NamgyalTsemogompa, at an altitude of 3,639 m, overlooks Leh, the regional capital of Ladakh.



The Phyanggompaof the Kagyupa order.



Hemis, gompaof the order Drugpa-Kagyupa.



The gompaof Chemrey.



The Likirgompaof the Gelugpa order.



The gompaof Chemrey, on the flanks of the hill of small white construction shelter the cells of the monks.



The sun reveals the shadows on Likirand makes shine the golden statue, 23 meters high, of Buddha Maitreya(Buddha of 
the future).



Hemis

Phyang



Thiksey12km from Leh. Built on a hill, it was erected in the 15th century and houses a community of about eighty monks of 
the order Gelugspa.



The gigantic statue of Buddha Maitreya(Buddha of the future) gives his benevolence to the monastery of Likir.


